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petrol tax cut 
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the air
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A MAJOR retrofitting 
programme worth more than 
$500,000 is about to get under 
way in Gisborne and on the 
East Coast, in an effort to make 
homes healthier and more energy 
efficient.

Under the scheme, residents 
who have poorly-insulated 
homes can apply for a subsidised 
energy-efficiency retrofit of their 
homes.

The healthy homes package 
can include a home energy check 
plus ceiling and under-floor 
insulation, polythene ground 
covers, hot water cylinder wraps 
and pipe lagging, and draft 
stopping around doors.

It is the first of a number 
of energy-efficiency objectives 
targeted by the Tairawhiti 

Development Partnership energy 
group.

A total of $504,000 has been 
allocated to the project, a joint 
initiative involving Eastland 
Energy Community Trust, 
Contact Energy, the Energy 
Efficiency and Conservation 
Authority (EECA), Tairawhiti 
District Health, and Work and 
Income New Zealand.

Recent research by the 
Wellington School of Medicine’s 
housing and health research 
programme found that people 
living in insulated homes 
experienced fewer visits to the 
doctor, fewer days off work 
or school, fewer admissions 
to hospital for asthmatic or 
respiratory conditions and 
reduced power bills.

Gisborne Healthy Homes 
Committee chairman David 
Smart said the committee was 
proud to be involved with such a 
positive initiative and he strongly 
encouraged people to register 
their interest.

“If the interest level is high 
enough, then the scheme can be 
extended after the first 200-plus 
homes have been completed,” he 
said.

EECA communities manager 
Katie Mathieson said the 
organisation was delighted to 
be part of a project that would 
improve health and energy 
efficiency, as well as making 
homes warmer and drier.

The scheme would also result 
in increased employment.
                                 Turn to page 3

by Christine McCafferty

GISBORNE is one step closer to having it’s 
own flat-water aquatic venue for sports and 
recreation, with meetings already under way 
with landowners of the Awapuni Lagoon.

Strong support for the development of 
a flat-water venue was voiced at a public 
meeting held to gauge interest yesterday. 
Representatives of various interest groups 
attended, including Sport Gisborne, waka 
ama, rowing, kayaking, canoeing, multisport 
and schools.

Mayor Meng Foon said a report would be 
completed by the end of the month, outlining 
the need for such a venue and a general 
conceptual proposal. The report would still 
need to be put to a full council meeting during 
October.

The venue attracted strong support from  
yachtsman Rod McCulloch, who brought 
along photos of a man-made flat-water facility 
in Adelaide.

“If we had a venue like this, we could hold 
national events like those held in Cambridge 
or Twizel. It would be marvellous if Gisborne 
could get this off the ground. Awapuni Lagoon 
is one site we could use to make Gisborne an 

aquatic centre,” he said.
A sailing tutor to intermediate-aged 

children, Mr McCulloch said the most 
frustrating thing about teaching children was 
sailing in unprotected water. Parents wanted 
their children to be safe in the water and an 
appropriate venue was needed.

Mr Foon said the council had already held 
meetings with the landowners of Awapuni 
Lagoon. While the meetings were still 
progressing, they had not yet reached a firm 
answer.

Suggesting the possibility of using the city’s 
natural attributes, Mr Foon asked if there was 
any value in enhancing the Taruheru River.

However, Olympic champion Alan 
Thompson, representing the kayaking club, 
said that was out of the question. The river 
had too many bends, was too short, shallow 
and, with its flow, would not be suitable.

Ideally, any venue would need to be at least 
2200 metres long and 120 metres wide for it to 
accommodate all aquatic sporting pursuits.

It was also important that the venue be 
accessible to the many young people who 
would use it for after-school training.

“The primary use of the venue will be our 
own use. There will be other spin offs, like 

holding national regattas and events, but 
most of the time it will be used by local people 
for training,” Mr Thompson said.

Councillor Brian Wilson said if Gisborne 
was really serious about attracting national 
events, the venue would have to be just as 
good, if not better, than existing facilities at 
Karapiro.

“Karapiro is central and accessible in the 
middle of the North Island. They already have 
all the facilities, so we would have to compete 
with them and make our venue better if we 
hoped to attract these events.”

Attracting national events would help the 
venue to be sustainable, given the large cost 
involved in both building and day-to-day 
operating, Mr Foon said.

If the venue were to be on private land, 
there would also be associated costs for those 
using it.

Another point raised was the need for 
building facilities to store waka and other 
equipment.

Mr Foon said it was obvious there was 
keen interest in developing such a facility 
and it should be taken to the next step. A 
preliminary report would still have to go 
before the full council next month. 

Plenty of support for
aquatic facility idea
Talks with Awapuni Lagoon owners

Retrofit plan aiming to 
make homes healthier

MAKE YOUR 
MOVE NOW:
Attacking 
off the front 
on the uphill 
bit . . . that’s 
the way to 
win your 
school cross-
country. 
This time it’s 
Te Wharau 
School, as 
the spring 
weather 
brings out the 
annual crop 
of running 
events to 
welcome in 
the warmer 
weather.
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MIDDLE OF THE ROAD: United Future leader Peter Dunne says his 
centre party is the sensible option as a coalition partner for a Labour-
led or National-led government. Picture by Dave Thomas 

by Wynsley Wrigley

UNITED Future is the viable 
centre party MMP and the country 
needs, says party leader Peter 
Dunne.

In Gisborne yesterday, he said 
United Future was the only party 
that could work with either Labour 
or National.

United Future and Labour 
were now the longest-running 
government in New Zealand under 
MMP.

The party believed strong families 
contributed to a strong country and 
the maintenance of the traditional 

Kiwi lifestyle, if assisted by issues 
such as tax, education, health, law 
and order, and outdoor recreation. 

The tax system should reflect the
responsibilities and challenges of 
being a parent and reward rather 
than penalise them.

United Future had been involved
introducing the Working with 
Families programme with the 
Government and strongly supported
people getting a dividend for their 
efforts. But the party preferred
that it be delivered through the tax
system, rather than as an income- 
support measure
                                     Turn to page 3

United Future ‘only 
viable centre party’
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by Diana Dobson

 NEVER has it been harder for 
parents, says family therapist 
Diane Levy.

Gone are the days when everyone 
backed a parent’s authority.

“When a parent makes a simple 
request of a child, they just don’t 
have the backing of society behind 
them,” says Levy, who was one 
of two keynote speakers at the 
Parenting Expo this week.

There were usually only four 
hours a day to actually parent 
— meaning a need to upskill and 
be clear about just what needed to 
be done.

“Use that time to support your 
child’s feelings and put boundaries 
in place — parent rather than be 
his friend or buddy.”

It was wonderful that parents 
these days discussed so much with 
their children. But debating areas 
of behaviour was out of bounds.

“Yes, encourage all the debating 
skills, positive interaction and 
discussion, but not over areas of 
simple requests.”

Gisborne parents were no 
different to those around the 
country.

“Most parents want to know how 
to get children to do as they are told 

and how to stop siblings scrapping 
— as well as the main things like 
eating, sleeping and toilet issues.”

Some were interested in 
preventive action for teens.

“I have a standard take on that, 
though. Teens are not a different 
breed. They have the same issues.”

Parents had two main roles 
— to support their child’s feelings 
and to put limits on inappropriate 
behaviour. That applied whether 
the child was two or 17.

She has a raft of suggestions on 
how to deal with difficult children.

“Everyone wants the best for 
their child.”

Levy was seeing that reflected 
in just how many approached her 
for help.

“I am inundated with requests,” 
she says. 

“My strategies are different. I 
have got away from the behavioural 
psychology of planned ignoring, 
natural and logical consequences 
and catching them being good 
— away from the whole concept of 
praise and punishment.”

Levy says she offers something 
different that people warm to.

“But it is all just common sense.”
Every child needs at least one 

parent who is irrationally crazy 
about them, says Levy, quoting 

child development specialist Bruno 
Bettleheim.

She was incredibly lucky with 
her own parents, who were besotted 
with her.

It is something she has inherited. 
Levy is grandmother to two, on 
whom she admits to practising the 
art of spoiling, ruining and over-
indulging.

Her work is something she lives 
for.

“I cannot believe how lucky I 
am to have fallen into something 
that gives so much pleasure and 
satisfaction. I am passionate about 
helping parents and do it in so 
many exciting and different ways.”

At 57, she sees no rest time in her 
near future.

“I seem to be blessed with a total 
lack of fitness but an incredible 
capacity for endurance.”

Levy spent a busy two days in 
Gisborne — one with Tairawhiti 
Reap and the other at the expo. 
Her hectic schedule continues with 
more speaking engagements in 
Wellington, followed by long hours 
filming for her television show 
Demons to Darlings.

In between time, she also 
does radio interviews, writes for 
newspapers and magazines, and 
continues to work with parents.

THIS IS HOW I 
DO IT: 
Mihaly Csordas 
and Kiritoa 
Porou hard at 
work showing 
Andrea 
Seymour how 
they make 
playdough 
shapes at 
this week’s 
Parenting Expo. 

Picture by 
Paul Rickard

HELPING MAKE HEALTHY HOMES: Project 
committee members (from left) back, Contact Energy 
corporate brand manager St John Craner, councillor 

Brian Wilson, Energy options general manager Jo 
Hunt, Housing New Zealand regional manager Amos 

Forrester, economic development officer Phil Wauchop, 
front, Dr Bruce Duncan, EECA representative Mike 
Fairfield, Te Runanga o Ngati Porou representative 
Anne Huriwai and Eastland Community Trust chief 
executive David Smart sign off the $500,000 deal. 

Picture by Dave Thomas

From page 1

Mr Dunne said National 
Party leader Don Brash, when 
the two men met earlier in the 
week, had indicated National 
were looking at a family tax 
regime that United Future 
could work with.

Mr Brash was a reasonable 
man but Mr Dunne said he 
was also happy to meet Helen 
Clark.

But as she was the Prime 
Minister, she should initiate 
any meeting.

United Future had three 
bottom line policies to adhere to 
in any coalition talks.

They were that the Family 
Commission not be downgraded 
or abolished, that there be no 
decriminalisation of cannabis 
and no introduction of hate 
speech laws.

Labour had agreed to the 
Family Commission after the 
last election.

However, Mr Dunne said the 
other two bottom line policies 
could raise issues with the 
Green Party in any possible 
three-party coalition.

United Future — a centre 
party — would negotiate 

with the biggest party in 
Parliament after the election 
and, if coalition talks were 
unsuccessful, hold talks with 
the other major party.

Other third parties were on 
the extremes, trying to pull 
Labour or National out further,
he said.

Mr Dunne is safely ensconced
in his Ohariu-Belmont seat 
in Wellington but his seven 
fellow list MPs are not so
certain of returning to 
Parliament.

Winston Peters would lose 
Tauranga, he said — describing
the New Zealand First leader 
as a prize fighter who had 
gone one fight too many.

He also referred to a new 
television poll that would show
ACT candidate Rodney Hide 
trailing in Epsom by 15 percent, 
meaning it would be the end of 
the party in parliament.

New Zealand First and 
Act might not be in the next 
Parliament, or Mr Peters
sitting out of any coalition, as 
he announced on Wednesday 
— wanting “everyone dancing
to his tune”.

“It’s a no-brainer,” said Mr 
Dunne.

From page 1

Medical officer of health for 
Tairawahiti, Bruce Duncan, 
said about one-third of New 
Zealand homes were colder than 
the World Health Organisation 
recommended healthy average 
temperature of 18 degrees.

“Evidence suggests that 
cold and damp homes lead to 
increases in respiratory illness,” 
said Mr Duncan.

“Simple insulation measures 
can make a huge difference to 
a home’s warmth and energy 
consumption and the health of 
its occupants,” he said.

Gisborne District Councillor 
Brian Wilson said with all of 

the improvements installed, 
people could save up to $500 
a year and enjoy a warm, dry, 
healthy home.

Contact Energy chief 
executive Stephen Barrett said 
the company was proud to 
support the scheme.

“By improving the insulation 
and energy efficiency of homes 
there are real benefits in 
reduced illness, particularly for 
those suffering from asthma or 
respiratory conditions as well as 
lower energy costs,” he said.

Anyone interested in having 
their home insulated under the 
healthy homes scheme should 
phone the tollfree hotline 0508 
WARMUP (0508 927687).

Simple insulation can make a difference

Passionate about helping 
parents enjoy parenting

A 181-HECTARE farm and home in Lake Road has sold 
for $1.65 million at a Harveys auction.

The property includes a four-bedroom house that 
overlooks Lake Repongaere.

Bidding started at $1.2m and the property sold under 
the hammer 18 bids later.

A Te Karaka house described as possibly “the cheapest 

house in Gisborne” sold for $63,000.
The three-bedroom villa situated on a 1568 square-

metre Main Road section has a 2002 rateable value of 
$39,000.

A Kanakania Road one-hectare lifestyle property 
with a four-bedroom house sold for $180,000, while a 
Gladstone Road house with a rateable value of $56,000 

sold for $150,000.
Two properties were passed in after an auction at 

L.J. Hookers and negotiations were continuing, said a 
spokeswoman.

The properties were a Tui Street house
with a rateable value of $63,000 and a 
de Lautour Road house with a rateable value of $58,000.

Patutahi farm goes under the hammer for $1.65m

A KNIFE was pulled on a boy 
in an after-school fight between 
Ilminster intermediate students 
on Thursday afternoon.

School representatives 
refused to comment on the 
incident which occurred on 
Graham Road at about 3.20pm

Senior Sergeant Maui Aben 
of the Gisborne police said 
“at least three or four” 12 and 
13-year-old boys were having a 
fight when one of them pulled 

a knife out.
When one of the boys 

received a cut to his thumb the 
others returned to the melee,
one holding a metal pipe and 
another with a piece of wood.

There were no other injuries 
reported in the fight. 

Mr Aben said the boys had 
been spoken to by police youth 
aid. 

Police would pursue follow-up
action on the matter.

Boy pulls out a knife 
in after-school fight

Party holding 
three ‘bottom 
line policies’


